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ABSTRACT: The Sariska Tiger Reserve  is home to a diverse range of plant and animal species, but it is facing the 

threat of invasion by non-native plant species. This article focuses on the effect of six common invasive weeds on the 

plant diversity of the reserve. These exotic species drastically reduce species richness in field experiment situation The 

paper highlights the importance of understanding the extent of invasion, the identity of invasive species, and the impact 

on native plant communities for effective management and conservation strategies. It discusses the mechanisms by 

which invasive weeds impact plant diversity, including competition, allelopathy, habitat modification, disruption of 

pollination, and seed dispersal. The paper also emphasizes the cascading effects of invasive weed species on the 

ecosystem and the need to develop management strategies to control their spread and protect plant diversity. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 

The Sariska Tiger Reserve in Rajasthan, India, is an important ecosystem that supports a diverse range of plant and 

animal species, including several endangered and threatened species, which plays a vital role in maintaining the 

ecological balance of the region. However, the reserve is facing the threat of invasion by  non-native plant species, 

including Cassia tora, Lantana camara, Parthenium hysterophorus, Ageratum conyzoides, Chromolaena odorata,  

Mikania micrantha and Prosopis juliflora. These invasive weed species have the potential to cause significant damage 

to the plant diversity and ecosystem functioning of the reserve which are threatening the natural plant diversity of the 

area (Bhatnagar et al., 2014). These invasive weeds not only outcompete native plant species but also alter the structure 

and function of ecosystems, resulting in reduced biodiversity and ecological integrity (Giriraj & Bagaria, 2021). The 

introduction and spread of invasive weeds is a growing problem in many parts of the world, including India, where they 

can cause ecological and economic harm to the ecosystems they invade (Nair et al., 2021). One such area that is 

particularly vulnerable to the effects of invasive weeds is the Sariska Tiger Reserve. Studies have shown that invasive 

weeds can have a negative impact on plant diversity in other ecosystems (Seebens et al., 2017; Catford et al., 2019). For 

example, in a study conducted in a grassland ecosystem in South Africa, invasive plant species were found to 

significantly reduce plant diversity and alter community composition (van Wilgen et al., 2012). Similarly, in a study 

conducted in the Western Ghats of India, invasive plant species were found to have a negative impact on plant diversity 

and alter the soil nutrient availability (Shankar et al., 2019). In this study, we aim to investigate the effect of invasive 

weeds on plant diversity in the Sariska Tiger Reserve. Specifically, we will identify the invasive plant species present 

in the reserve, assess their distribution and abundance, and quantify the impact of their invasion on plant diversity. We 

will also explore the potential ecological mechanisms driving the impact of invasive weeds on plant diversity and 

discuss the implications of our findings for the conservation and management of the Sariska Tiger Reserve. 

 

II. METHODOLOGY 
  

 The Sariska Tiger Reserve encompasses diverse habitats, including dry deciduous forests, grasslands, and rocky 

slopes. We selected sampling sites across representative habitats within the reserve. Invasive Weed Identification: Field 

surveys were conducted to identify and document invasive weed species present in the reserve. Taxonomic keys and 

expert consultation aided in accurate weed identification. Vegetation surveys were conducted within predefined plots at 

each sampling site. Plant species richness, abundance, and diversity metrics were recorded using standard methods. 

Invasive weed abundance was quantified within vegetation plots using percentage cover or density measurements. 

Environmental variables, including soil characteristics, moisture levels, and light availability, were measured at each 

sampling site to assess their influence on plant diversity and weed invasion. 
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Study area 

 

III. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
 
  Six most common invasive weed species found in the Sariska Tiger Reserve. 

Lantana camara: This is one of the most widespread and problematic invasive species in India. It is a shrub that can 

grow up to 3 meters tall, and its leaves produce toxic compounds that prevent other plants from growing nearby. It is 

highly invasive and can form dense thickets that exclude native vegetation and impact wildlife habitat. Parthenium 

hysterophorus: Also known as Congress grass, this annual weed is native to Central and South America and was 

introduced to India in the 1950s. It produces allergenic compounds that can cause respiratory problems in humans and 

livestock. It is highly invasive and can form dense monocultures that exclude native vegetation. Ageratum conyzoides: 

This is an annual herb that is native to Central and South America and was introduced to India as a medicinal plant. It is 

highly invasive and can form dense stands that exclude native vegetation. Chromolaena odorata: This is a perennial 

herb that is native to Central and South America and was introduced to India as a medicinal plant. It is highly invasive 

and can form dense thickets that exclude native vegetation. Mikania micrantha: This is a woody vine that is native to 

Central and South America and was introduced to India as a medicinal plant. It is highly invasive and can climb and 

smother native trees and shrubs, reducing their growth and survival. Prosopis juliflora: Native to South America, 

Prosopis is a fast-growing tree species that invades grasslands and displaces native vegetation. It also has deep roots 

that can tap into underground water sources, reducing water availability for other plants.All the invasive species 

drastically reduce species richness of the indigenous species all study sites show few species in exotic species infested 

sites( Table.1) 
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These invasive weed species have spread rapidly in the Sariska Tiger Reserve due to human activities such as grazing, 

habitat fragmentation, and road construction. The invasion of these weed species has resulted in significant changes in 

the plant community composition and structure, which have impacts on ecosystem functioning and biodiversity. It is 

crucial to develop effective management strategies to control the spread of these invasive weed species in the reserve. 

Invasive weed species have a significant impact on the plant diversity of the Sariska Tiger Reserve. These species can 

outcompete and displace native plant species, leading to a decrease in biodiversity and changes in ecosystem processes. 

Invasive weeds often possess aggressive growth characteristics, such as rapid growth rates, high reproductive capacity, 

and efficient resource utilization, which give them a competitive advantage over native plants. They can quickly 

establish dense populations and form monocultures, displacing native vegetation and reducing its density and 

abundance. One of the primary mechanisms by which invasive weeds impact native vegetation density is through 

competition. Invasive weeds are highly efficient in resource acquisition, which allows them to outcompete native plants 

for limited resources. They can deplete soil moisture, nutrients, and light, creating unfavorable conditions for the 
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growth and survival of native plants. As a result, the density of native vegetation decreases as invasive weeds dominate 

the available resources. 

 

Table: 1. Effect of the exotic weeds on relative density of herbaceous species in various study sites of Sariska Tiger 

Reserve. (c. t. exotic species ) 
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The following are some possible ways invasive weed species affect plant diversity: 

Competition: Invasive weed species can outcompete native plant species for resources such as water, nutrients, and 

sunlight, reducing their growth and survival (Agrawal et al., 2018). 

Allelopathy: Invasive weed species can release chemicals that inhibit the growth and development of native plant 

species, reducing their abundance and diversity (Rizvi et al., 2017). 

Habitat Modification: Invasive weed species can modify the physical and biological characteristics of habitats, leading 

to changes in soil composition, water availability, and microclimate, which can negatively impact native plant species 

(Agrawal et al., 2018). 

 

Disruption of Pollination: Invasive weed species can compete with native plant species for pollinators, reducing their 

reproductive success and ultimately affecting plant diversity (Rizvi et al., 2017). 

Seed Dispersal: Invasive weed species can displace native plant species by increasing their seed production and 

dispersal, leading to changes in the composition and structure of plant communities (Agrawal et al., 2018).  

These species can outcompete native plant species, disrupt pollination, modify habitats, and increase seed dispersal, 

leading to changes in ecosystem processes. It is essential to develop effective management strategies to control and 

mitigate the spread of invasive weed species and protect the plant diversity of the reserve.The study will assess the 

changes in plant species composition, diversity, and richness in areas invaded by these invasive weed species compared 

to non-invaded areas. The chapter will also explore the mechanisms by which invasive weed species impact plant 

diversity and ecosystem functioning, including competition, allelopathy, and habitat modification. The Impact of 

invasive weed species on the plant diversity of the Sariska Tiger Reserve has been extensively studied, and several 

research studies have shown the negative effects of these invasive species on the native flora. One of the most dominant 

invasive weed species in the reserve is Lantana camara. Studies have shown that Lantana can form dense 

monocultures, which exclude other plant species, leading to a significant decline in plant diversity and ecosystem 

functioning (Mishra et al., 2019; Singh et al., 2017). Similarly, Parthenium hysterophorus has also been found to 

reduce the species richness and abundance of native vegetation (Pandey et al., 2016). Ageratum conyzoides, 

Chromolaena odorata, and Mikania micrantha are other invasive species that have been found in the Sariska Tiger 

Reserve. These species have been known to alter the plant community structure and reduce the availability of food and 

habitat for wildlife. Additionally, these invasive species can also impact the soil quality, leading to changes in nutrient 

availability and soil moisture, further affecting the ecosystem processes (Pandey et al., 2016; Vyas and Singh, 

2020).The impact of invasive weed species on the plant diversity of the Sariska Tiger Reserve has cascading effects on 

the entire ecosystem. The loss of plant diversity can lead to a decline in the populations of insects, birds, and mammals, 

which depend on native plant species for food and habitat. This can, in turn, affect the functioning of the ecosystem and 

lead to a loss of biodiversity. 

 

IV. CONCLUSION 
 
The invasion of non-native plant species, particularly invasive weeds, poses a significant threat to the plant diversity of 

the Sariska Tiger Reserve. The presence of invasive species such as Lantana camara, Parthenium hysterophorus, 

Ageratum conyzoides, Chromolaena odorata, Mikania micrantha, and Prosopis juliflora has led to detrimental effects 

on the native plant communities and ecosystem functioning within the reserve. The Impact of invasive weeds on plant 

diversity is primarily driven by mechanisms such as competition, allelopathy, habitat modification, disruption of 

pollination, and seed dispersal. These invasive species outcompete native plants for resources, release chemicals that 

inhibit the growth of native species, modify habitats, disrupt pollination processes, and increase seed dispersal, 

ultimately leading to changes in ecosystem processes and a decrease in plant diversity. Overall, the study of the effect 

of invasive weeds on plant diversity in the Sariska Tiger Reserve provides valuable insights into the ecological 

processes underlying the impacts of invasive species. The findings have important implications for the conservation 

and management of the reserve, as well as for the broader understanding of invasive species’ effects on plant diversity 

in other ecosystems. By addressing the challenges posed by invasive weeds, it is possible to safeguard the rich plant 

diversity and ecological integrity of the Sariska Tiger Reserve for future generations. 
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