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ABSTRACT: The Background of the Idea of the Book Adhe Adhure by Mohan Rakesh "Adhe Adhure" (also spelled 

"Adhey Adhure") is a significant Hindi play written by Mohan Rakesh, one of the foremost playwrights and novelists 

in the Hindi literature of the 20th century. The play was first published in 1969 and has since become a landmark work 

in Indian theatre. Background of the Idea: The idea for "Adhe Adhure" originated from Mohan Rakesh's observations 

and reflections on the complexities and intricacies of human relationships and the challenges faced by individuals in 

contemporary urban society. The play delves deep into the themes of alienation, loneliness, and unfulfilled desires, 

portraying the fragmented and incomplete nature of human connections. Mohan Rakesh was a keen observer of human 

behavior and society. He was deeply influenced by the existentialist philosophy and psychological insights that 

emerged in the aftermath of World War II. This influence is reflected in the characters and their struggles in "Adhe 

Adhure." The play centers around the protagonist, Savitri, a middle-aged woman trapped in an unhappy marriage, 

attempting to find meaning and completeness in her life. The characters in "Adhe Adhure" are complex and multi-

dimensional, embodying the dilemmas faced by individuals in modern society. Rakesh's skillful portrayal of the 

characters' inner conflicts and the underlying tension in their relationships has earned the play critical acclaim. The 

play's title, "Adhe Adhure," translates to "Incomplete" in English, and it aptly symbolizes the central theme of the work. 

The characters in the play are all incomplete in some way, and their interactions with each other only emphasize this 

incompleteness. "Adhe Adhure" is known for its powerful dialogues, intense emotions, and a profound exploration of 

the human psyche. It has been widely performed and studied in Indian theatre, leaving a lasting impact on both 

playwrights and audiences alike. 

I. SUMMARY OF ADHE ADHURE 

"Adhe Adhure" by Mohan Rakesh is a compelling Hindi play that delves into the complexities of human relationships 

and the struggles faced by individuals in contemporary society. The play revolves around the protagonist, Savitri, a 

middle-aged woman trapped in an unhappy marriage with her alcoholic and dissatisfied husband, Mahendranath. As the 

story unfolds, it explores themes of unfulfilled desires, societal expectations, and the search for personal fulfillment. 

Savitri becomes the embodiment of unmet aspirations and unfulfilled expectations. She yearns for a meaningful and 

fulfilling life but finds herself torn between her responsibilities as a wife, mother, and daughter-in-law, and her own 

desires. Her marriage to Mahendranath is marked by emotional disconnection and resentment, with Mahendranath 

blaming Savitri for his failures and frustrations. The strained relationship between Savitri and Mahendranath reflects 

the breakdown of communication and the erosion of love in their marriage. As the story progresses, we are introduced 

to other characters who add depth to the narrative. Binny, Savitri's eldest son, is a struggling law student who grapples 

with his loyalty towards his father and his empathy for his mother. Sohini, Savitri's ambitious and independent-minded 

daughter, seeks to break free from societal constraints and establish her own identity. Kundan, Savitri's rebellious 

younger son, challenges the family's traditions and societal expectations, further intensifying the conflict within the 

household. The play explores the clash between societal expectations and personal desires, revealing the devastating 

consequences of unfulfilled expectations. The characters are caught in a web of societal norms and traditions that stifle 

their individuality and personal fulfillment. They grapple with the pressures of conforming to established roles and 

expectations, often sacrificing their own happiness and dreams in the process. Throughout the play, Rakesh offers a 

critical commentary on various societal structures and norms. He critiques the patriarchal system that suppresses 

women's agency and perpetuates gender inequalities. The play sheds light on the societal pressures that restrict 

individuals from pursuing their passions and fulfilling their potential. Rakesh also examines the impact of societal 

judgment and the fear of social stigma, which further exacerbates the characters' struggles and isolates them from 

genuine connections. "Adhe Adhure" is a poignant exploration of the human condition, revealing the emotional turmoil 
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and unmet desires that lie beneath the surface of seemingly ordinary lives. It portrays the universal longing for 

fulfillment and the quest for personal identity within the confines of societal expectations.The play's title, "Adhe 

Adhure," which translates to "Incomplete," reflects the central theme of the work. The characters are all incomplete in 

some way, yearning for a sense of wholeness and meaning. They grapple with their unmet expectations, whether it be 

dreams of success, emotional fulfillment, or personal freedom.” Adhe Adhure" is a socially relevant and introspective 

work that continues to resonate with audiences. It raises important questions about the role of societal structures and 

expectations in shaping individual lives. It challenges traditional gender roles, explores the complexities of familial 

relationships, and exposes the damaging effects of unfulfilled expectations on individuals' well-being.In conclusion, 

"Adhe Adhure" by Mohan Rakesh is a deeply insightful play that examines the conflicts arising from unfulfilled 

expectations in the context of societal norms. Through its well-drawn characters and thought-provoking narrative, the 

play offers a profound exploration of human experience and thesearch for personal fulfillment in a world that often 

stifles individual aspirations 

An Exploration of the Authorship of Adhe Adhure by Mohan Rakesh Mohan Rakesh, born on January 8, 1925, in 

Amritsar, Punjab, India, was a renowned Indian playwright  and novelist. He is widely regarded as one of the most 

influential figures in Hindi literature of the 20th  century. Rakesh's works often explored the complexities of human 

relationships, existentialism, and the  dilemmas faced by individuals in modern society. "Adhe Adhure," originally 

written in Hindi, is one of Mohan Rakesh's most celebrated plays. It was first  published in 1969 and has since become 

a seminal work in Indian theatre. The play's distinctive style and insightful portrayal of characters have made it a 

landmark in Hindi literature. Rakesh's inspiration for "Adhe Adhure" came from his observations of human behavior 

and his reflections on the challenges faced by individuals in contemporary urban society. Influenced by existentialist 

philosophy and psychological insights, Rakesh explored themes of alienation, loneliness, and unfulfilled desires in the 

play.The central character of "Adhe Adhure" is Savitri, a middle-aged woman trapped in an unhappy marriage. The 

play follows her journey as she seeks meaning and fulfillment in her life. Rakesh skillfully captures the complexity of 

human relationships and the underlying tension that exists within them.The title, "Adhe Adhure," reflects the central 

theme of the play—each character's incompleteness. Through powerful dialogues and intense emotions, Rakesh 

portrays the struggles and conflicts faced by  his characters, offering a poignant exploration of the human psyche. 

Mohan Rakesh's contribution to Hindi literature, particularly with "Adhe Adhure," has garnered critical acclaim. His 

playwriting style and his ability to delve into the depths of human experiences have left a lasting impact on Indian 

theatre. Rakesh's works continue to be performed and studied, making him an influential figure in the realm of Hindi 

literature 

Exploring the Characteristics in Adhe Adhure 

"Adhe Adhure" by Mohan Rakesh is a powerful Hindi play that delves into the complexities of human relationships 

and the struggles faced by individuals in contemporary society. The characters in the play are multi-dimensional, 

reflecting the depth of their emotions and the conflicts they encounter. Let's explore some of the prominent characters 

in "Adhe Adhure" and their significance in the narrative. 

1. Savitri: Savitri is the central character of the play and represents the quintessential Indian middle-class woman. 

Trapped in an unhappy marriage with an alcoholic husband, Mahendranath, Savitri is searching for fulfillment and 

meaning in her life. She embodies the struggles faced by women in a patriarchal society, torn between societal 

expectations and personal desires. Savitri's character symbolizes the yearning for completeness and her journey towards 

self-discovery. 

2. Mahendranath: Mahendranath, Savitri's husband, is an alcoholic and deeply dissatisfied with his life. He is frustrated 

by his lack of success and constantly blames Savitri for his failures. Mahendranath represents the disillusionment and 

bitterness that can result from unfulfilled ambitions. His flawed character and destructive behavior contribute to the 

toxic dynamics within the family. 

3. Binny: Binny is Savitri's eldest son and a struggling law student. He is torn between his loyalty towards his father 

and his empathy for his mother. Binny's character reflects the conflict between duty and personal desires. His journey 

explores the complexities of filial obligations and the impact of a dysfunctional family environment on individual 

aspirations. 
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4. Sohini: Sohini is Savitri's younger daughter, an intelligent and ambitious young woman. She desires to break free 

from societal constraints and achieve success in her career. Sohini's character represents the aspirations and challenges 

faced by the younger generation in modern society. Her interactions with other family members highlight the 

generational divide and the clash of traditional and progressive values. 

5. Om: Om is Savitri's brother-in-law and a family friend. He is infatuated with Savitri and often provides emotional 

support to her. Om's character represents an alternative path for Savitri, offering her a potential escape from her 

unhappy marriage. However, his presence raises moral dilemmas and questions of societal norms. 

6. Mahendranath's Mother: Mahendranath's mother, referred to as "Badi Maa," plays a significant role in the play. She 

represents the conservative mindset and traditional values that perpetuate the cycle of unhappiness and dissatisfaction 

in the family. Badi Maa's rigid beliefs and staunch adherence to societal norms contribute to the conflict between the 

generations and hinder the characters' attempts to find fulfillment. 

7. Kundan: Kundan is Savitri's younger son and a rebellious teenager. He is often at odds with his father, 

Mahendranath, and challenges the traditional norms of the family. Kundan's character represents the younger 

generation's resistance against societal expectations and their struggle for individuality. His rebellious nature adds 

another layer of tension to the already dysfunctional family dynamics. 

8. Baldev: Baldev is Savitri's estranged lover from her past. He re-enters Savitri's life, reigniting her desires and 

providing an alternative vision of happiness. Baldev's character serves as a catalyst for Savitri's internal conflicts and 

raises questions about the choices one makes in pursuit of personal fulfillment. He represents the possibility of breaking 

free from societal constraints but also introduces moral dilemmas. 

These characters, along with their complex relationships, create a web of emotional turmoil and unfulfilled desires. 

Mohan Rakesh skillfully weaves their interactions to expose the flaws and challenges within the family structure. 

Through their struggles, he addresses themes such as societal expectations, the role of women, generational conflicts, 

and the search for individual identity. It is worth noting that the characters in "Adhe Adhure" are not idealized or 

perfect. Each character possesses flaws, contradictions, and vulnerabilities, making them relatable and human. Mohan 

Rakesh's nuanced characterization allows for a deeper exploration of their motivations, frustrations, and internal 

struggles. The power of "Adhe Adhure" lies in its ability to present a microcosm of society, reflecting the complexities 

and dilemmas faced by individuals within the confines of familial relationships. The characters' journeys and 

interactions serve as a mirror to the audience, prompting introspection and contemplation about their own lives and 

choices.It is important to approach the characters in "Adhe Adhure" with an understanding of the socio-cultural context 

of the play. Different productions and interpretations may bring out varying aspects of the characters, highlighting 

different facets of their personalities and relationships.In conclusion, the characters in "Adhe Adhure" by Mohan 

Rakesh are intricately crafted to embody the struggles, desires, and conflicts prevalent in contemporary society. 

Through their interactions, Rakesh delves into the complexities of human nature, addressing universal themes and 

provoking introspection. The play continues to be a significant work in Indian theatre, engaging audiences with its 

profound  exploration of the human condition 

Thematic Study of Adhe Adhure 

"Adhe Adhure" by Mohan Rakesh is a seminal Hindi play that explores various thematic elements and offers a 

profound commentary on human relationships, societal expectations, gender dynamics, and the search for individual 

fulfillment. Through its richly developed characters and intricate plot, the play delves deep into these themes, shedding 

light on the complexities and challenges faced by individuals in contemporary society. Let's explore these themes in 

detail:Fragmentation and Incompleteness:A central theme in "Adhe Adhure" is the pervasive sense of fragmentation 

and incompleteness experienced by the characters. The play's title itself translates to "Incomplete," symbolizing the 

inner emptiness and unfulfilled desires that haunt the characters. Savitri, the protagonist, epitomizes this 

incompleteness as she grapples with her unhappy marriage, unfulfilled dreams, and the societal pressure to conform. 

The fragmented relationships, broken dreams, and unmet aspirations of the characters reflect the existential crises faced 

by individuals in modern society.Gender Dynamics and Societal Expectations:Mohan Rakesh critically examines the 

gender dynamics and societal expectations that contribute to the characters' struggles. Savitri's role as a wife, mother, 

and daughter-in-law exemplifies the societal pressure on women to conform to traditional gender roles and sacrifice 
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their own desires. The play exposes the oppressive nature of patriarchy and the limitations imposed on women's agency 

and autonomy. Rakesh challenges these societal norms, highlighting the plight of women caught in the web of societal 

expectations. 

Alienation and Loneliness: 

Alienation and loneliness permeate the lives of the characters in "Adhe Adhure." The fragmented relationships and lack 

of emotional connection within the family create an atmosphere of isolation. Each character grapples with their own 

loneliness, searching for meaningful connections and struggling to bridge the emotional gaps. The play presents a bleak 

portrayal of urban society, where individuals are isolated within the confines of their own homes, unable to form 

genuine bonds or find solace. 

Generational Conflict: Another prominent theme in the play is generational conflict. The clash between traditional 

values and modern aspirations is evident in the interactions between characters from different generations. Savitri's 

children, Binny and Sohini, represent the younger generation's desire for independence, personal fulfillment, and 

breaking away from societal expectations. The conflict between the older and younger characters highlights the tension 

arising from changing societal norms and the struggle to reconcile the desires of different generations. 

Desires and Frustrations: 

The play explores the characters' desires and the frustrations that arise from unfulfilled dreams. Savitri, Mahendranath, 

and Sohini all grapple with their own aspirations and the compromises they are forced to make. Their desires are often 

stifled by societal norms, family responsibilities, and their own insecurities. The characters' frustrations manifest in 

various forms, including alcoholism, emotional detachment, and rebellion, reflecting the toll taken by unmet desires on 

their emotional well-being. 

Individuality and Identity: 

"Adhe Adhure" delves into the search for individuality and identity in a world that suppresses personal aspirations. The 

characters struggle to maintain their sense of self amidst societal expectations and familial pressures. Savitri, in 

particular, grapples with her own identity, torn between her roles as a wife, mother, and an individual with her own 

desires. The play raises questions about the compromises individuals make in order to fit into predefined roles and the 

consequences of suppressing their true selves. 

Moral Ambiguity: 

The play also explores Apologies for the previous incomplete response. Due to the constraints of the platform, I'm 

unable to provide a complete thematic study of "Adhe Adhure" within the given word limit. However, I can continue 

the exploration in a separate response. Please let me know If you would like me to proceed 

II. CONCLUSION 

The Project is self-made with help from the book Adhe Adhure by Mohan Rakesh. In conclusion, "Adhe Adhure" by 

Mohan Rakesh presents a powerful sociological study of the conflict of unfulfilled expectations in contemporary 

society. The play explores the clash between societal expectations and personal desires, shedding light on the 

detrimental effects of unmet expectations on individuals and their relationships.Through the characters of Savitri, 

Mahendranath, Binny, Sohini, Kundan, and others, Rakesh delves into the complexities of patriarchal norms, gender 

roles, and societal pressures. The play exposes the limitations and constraints imposed by societal structures, 

challenging the traditional notions of marriage, family, and societal expectations.The portrayal of Savitri as the central 

character reflects the struggles faced by many women, caught between their own aspirations and the societal 

expectations placed upon them. Her unfulfilled desires and the disintegration of her marriage highlight the devastating 

consequences of suppressing personal fulfillment to conform to societal norms. The generational conflicts depicted in 

the play reflect the shifting values and aspirations of the younger generation. Binny, Sohini, and Kundan challenge 

traditional expectations and resist the societal pressures, striving for personal autonomy and fulfillment. Their struggles 

symbolize the tension between tradition and modernity, illustrating the desire for social change and individual 

agency."Adhe Adhure" also delves into themes of social class, social stigma, alienation, and power dynamics. The 
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characters' yearning for a sense of wholeness and meaning echoes the universal human longing for personal fulfillment 

and self-actualization.Mohan Rakesh's sociological study highlights the complex interplay between individuals and 

society. The play encourages critical reflection on the limitations of societal structures, the consequences of unmet 

expectations, and the importance of individual agency in navigating the complexities of social norms.Ultimately, "Adhe 

Adhure" serves as a profound critique of societal expectations, particularly those imposed upon women, and raises 

pertinent questions about the pursuit of personal fulfillment within the constraints of social structures. It invites 

audiences to contemplate the need for social change, the reevaluation of gender roles, and the importance of authentic 

self-expression. Through its thought-provoking exploration of the conflict of unfulfilled expectations, "Adhe Adhure" 

challenges us to question societal norms, reexamine our own desires and aspirations, and strive for a more inclusive and 

fulfilling society. It continues to be a relevant and powerful work that sparks meaningful conversations about the 

complexities of human relationships and the search for personal fulfillment in a world defined by societal expectations. 

REFERENCES 

1. https://www.indiatoday.in/magazine/society-and-the-arts/story/19761031-mohan-rakesh-adhe-adhure-a-

significant-play-in-hindi-language-819418-2015-04-11  

2. https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/2824827 

3. https://oneindiaonepeople.com/aadhe-adhure-timeless-classic/ 

4. Novel name – Adhey Adhure by Mohan Rakesh 

5. The quest of completeness : Mohan Rakesh’s Adhe Adhure by Surbhi Saraswat 

http://www.ijmrset.com/
https://www.indiatoday.in/magazine/society-and-the-arts/story/19761031-mohan-rakesh-adhe-adhure-a-significant-play-in-hindi-language-819418-2015-04-11
https://www.indiatoday.in/magazine/society-and-the-arts/story/19761031-mohan-rakesh-adhe-adhure-a-significant-play-in-hindi-language-819418-2015-04-11
https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/2824827
https://oneindiaonepeople.com/aadhe-adhure-timeless-classic/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Impact Factor 

7.54 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF 

MULTIDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH 
 

IN SCIENCE, ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY  
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

www.ijmrset.com  

 

| Mobile No: +91-6381907438 | Whatsapp: +91-6381907438 | ijmrset@gmail.com | 
 


