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ABSTRACT: Agile project management (APM) is renowned for its flexibility, responsiveness, and iterative 

developmental paradigm. As organizations grow, the use of Agile, a fundamentally people-centric approach to software 

development, often also needs to be scaled across multiple teams and even departments. Increasingly, this is happening 

in "large" organizations—those employing hundreds or even thousands of persons. Our large Agile enterprise reference 

model, borrowed from our many scaled Agile experiences in actual practice, involves three core frameworks: SAFe (the 

Scaled Agile Framework), Scrum@Scale (a "scrum of scrums") or Large-Scale Scrum and the Spotify model that was so 

thoroughly outlined in an HBR article in 2016. (Rigby, Sutherland, & Takeuchi, 2016). And there are many more 

frameworks in the mix being used across actual "large" enterprises. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Agile methodologies, once the domain of small-scale software development, have been adopted by the large-scale 

organization seeking to improve their adaptability and "business value" as they grow. Scaling up Agile is essential to 

realizing the potential benefits and ROI that Agile promises. How can the organization maintain the principles 

underpinning this approach if they don't know how to harness the full power of the Agile integration frameworks that 

allow for large-scale collaboration? Or why bother with it at all if it simply won't work at the level of a four- or five-

figure-project multi-mixed-unit type of organization and team? The process of scaling Agile across an enterprise is not a 

trivial undertaking; it requires a concerted effort and a variety of strategies, frameworks, and tools. The Scaled Agile 

Framework (SAFe), Large Scale Scrum (LeSS), and the Spotify model are three popular approaches that have been used 

by successful organizations to scale their agile practice. Each of these frameworks has its own set of guidelines and 

recommendations that are tailored to the challenges of scaling agile, and each uses slightly different terminology, but all 

help an organization reap the benefits of agile across a large number of teams. 

 

II. THE ROLE OF SCALED AGILITY 

 

Scaling Agile is crucial for organizations aiming to uphold Agile principles across several teams, departments, and even 

geographic locations. The essence of scaled agility is to ensure that Agile practices resonate with team effectiveness, 

despite the ever-escalating complexity and size of projects. On the one hand, it offers the flexibility to sustain the 

autonomy of teams at work; on the other, it tends to bind them to business objectives and cross-functional collaboration.  

 

Why scale Agile? 

 Here are three compelling reasons:  

1. Collaboration: Scaling Agile ends simple but very costly coordination failures associated with letting multiple teams 

try to build a seamless next generation "system" without talking to one another. At the very least, all teams must speak 

to the same authority and share a common vision.  

2. Business alignment: A scaled Agile approach aligns with achieving objectives that are of the greatest strategic 

importance to a company. Presenting the business case for this is quite "Agile" in itself. 

3. Continuous improvement: Supposedly one of the core tenets of a "Scaled Agile Framework" (SAFe) is that there is 

a focus on "yesterday's" improvement. But really, this is not SAFe; it's just old-fashioned common sense: carry forward 

the gains of today into tomorrow's work. There are several frameworks that support scaling Agile, all maintaining the 
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principles of Agile development in their individual ways. These include the Scaled Agile Framework (SAFe), the Large-

Scale Scrum (LeSS), and the Disciplined Agile Delivery (DAD), which offer different strategies to solve the problem of 

scale 

 

III. SYSTEM MODEL AND ASSUMPTIONS 

 

The study presumes that the organization aiming to scale Agile has already adopted Agile practices at the team level. 

Scaling is seen as essential because of the growing intricacy of projects, the dependencies that appear in cross-functional 

work, and the need for many teams to coordinate their work effectively and efficiently. The study comes up with a series 

of models for unlocking the power of Agile at scale; a significant number of them presume that leadership, particularly 

at the uppermost levels, will pull Agile levers of one sort or another to get things done.  

To accomplish this, the study emphasizes the importance of these keys to success:  

1. Leadership Commitment: “We understand that any sort of scaling we attempt is going to fall apart if leadership isn’t 
all in.”  
2. Cultural Readiness: "We can't talk about scaling Agile without referring to the culture required for successful Agile 

transformations." 

3. Autonomy at Team Level: “Don’t worry. These books, methods, and tools explicitly say that you are an essential 

player in the scaling game.” 
4. Continuous Feedback Loops: "Agile processes incorporate feedback from all levels of an organization, ensuring 

continuous improvement." 

 

IV. STRATEGIES FOR ENTERPRISE-WIDE AGILITY 

 

Achieving enterprise-wide agility involves several key strategies that blend leadership alignment, cross-functional 

collaboration, and iterative delivery. Here are some fundamental strategies to remember.  

1. Leadership Support and Alignment: Scaling Agile cannot succeed without leaders who are fully on board and 

aligned with the effort. To achieve such an alignment, leaders should:  

- Communicate a vision for the Agile transformation. 

 - Set clear and measurable goals for large-scale Agile adoption.  

- Allocate time and resources to train and coach the teams involved.  

2.Empowering Teams: When it comes to scaling, the empowerment of teams to make decisions—hence, to innovate—
is a core principle because Agile is built around self-organizing teams. For these teams to be successful and for work to 

flow smoothly, you need to: - Encourage both self-organization and the adoption of innovative practices. - Ensure 

collaboration across functions. - Insist on continuous improvement.  

3.Collaboration Across Functions: The moment you begin to scale, maintaining collaboration is bound to become an 

issue, if not a downright problem. When you're already battling to have more than one team work together, the addition 

of a second, third, and fourth team introduces complexities that almost guarantee a breakdown in collaboration.  

4. Iterative Delivery and Feedback Loops: At the heart of Agile is that teams make incremental progress and work 

with their customers and other stakeholders to make sure that they are delivering what is truly needed. To scale up this 

process, you need to:  

- Ensure that the delivery process is happening at a smaller scale within each team and at a larger scale across multiple 

teams. 

 - Use the many feedback mechanisms available to you to gather insights from customers, stakeholders, and team 

members.  

- Make sure that you're not just delivering something incrementally, but that you're also reviewing what you've delivered 

from a larger, cross-team perspective. 

 

V. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

 

Organizations that have embraced and implemented large-scale agile frameworks enjoy many significant advantages.  

1. They deliver on time: In terms of time-to-market, scaling agile achieves the original agile mantra of delivering faster. 

In doing so, it gives organizations an advantage over their competitors, especially in rapidly evolving markets.  
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2. Improved collaboration: The original agile vision was of small, cross-functional teams working effectively together. 

By and large, that’s been achieved in the many small, agile projects we look at each year.  

 

3. High satisfaction among both collaborators and customers: Teams and the original "agile men" who devised this 

way of working say you can't really understand agile unless you've experienced it. Trying to discern why agile is better 

than Waterfall and why a team working in the agile tradition might experience higher satisfaction than a similar team in 

the non-agile tradition results in unsatisfying trade-offs.  

 

4. Boosted productivity: Even though agile does have some previously mentioned overhead (e.g., the load on the product 

owner), there's little room for argument when it comes to the medium of the scrum master's role or the medium amount 

of overhead generated by the servant leadership presence. Even for organizations already working with small agile 

projects, taking them to the scaled level across the enterprise is a whole different ballgame. Most of the time, this kind of 

transition involves shaking up the organizational chart in some form or another, making it the sort of seismic cultural 

shift that makes many people in the organization very nervous. So why do organizations do it? Why do they attempt such 

potentially perilous reordering of their basic human infrastructure? And, conversely, why do some large, agile-oriented 

projects fail — or at least not achieve the hyper-productivity they promised? Most of the time, they fail because some 

part of the alignment of leadership, culture, and technology simply isn’t there. 

 

VI. CONCLUSION 

 

Scaling Agile is vital for organizations aiming to preserve the methodology's core values of flexibility, team-focused 

decision-making, and a strong orientation toward serving the customer. At its heart, Agile embodies these human values 

and characteristics, and both the values and the characteristics are building blocks for the organizational culture that I 

think most organizations really want to have. But at the same time, how does an organization grow Agile? Agile is not 

meant to be methodical and systematic in the way that work is approached; otherwise, it looks too much like the classic 

methods of top-down management—what Lean thinkers used to call the "standard work" of management in an 

organization. And that work is what the organization wants to change anyway in most cases. 
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