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ABSTRACT: Tooth preparation is a cornerstone of restorative dentistry, requiring precision and the use of appropriate 

rotary instruments. Dental burs, integral to this process, have evolved significantly in their design, material composition, 

and application. This article reviews the types, classifications, and applications of dental burs, emphasizing their color-

coded identification system. It aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of these tools, helping clinicians optimize 

their usage for effective and efficient tooth preparation. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Dental burs are rotary cutting instruments essential for tooth preparation. They facilitate cavity preparation, crown 

shaping, restoration finishing, and more. The appropriate selection of burs significantly impacts the quality of the outcome 

and the efficiency of the procedure. Understanding the nuances of bur design, material, and color coding is crucial for 

dental professionals. 

 

This article explores the different types of dental burs, their design variations, material properties, and the color-coding 

system that aids in their identification. Furthermore, the article discusses the applications of these burs in clinical practice. 

 

1. Classification of Dental Burs 

Dental burs are classified based on material, shank type, shape, and grit size. 

1.1 Material Composition 

1. Tungsten Carbide Burs: 

• High rigidity and sharpness. 

• Ideal for cutting metal and tooth structure. 

• Durable and resistant to wear. 

2. Diamond Burs: 

• Comprise a steel shank coated with diamond particles. 

• Used for precise cutting and finishing. 

• Available in varying grit sizes. 
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1.2 Shank Types 

1. Friction Grip (FG): 

• Used with high-speed handpieces. 

• Shank diameter: 1.6 mm. 

2. Latch Type (RA): 

• Designed for low-speed contra-angle handpieces. 

• Shank diameter: 2.35 mm. 

3. Straight Handpiece (HP): 

• Used in straight handpieces for laboratory work. 

• Shank diameter: 2.35 mm. 

 

 
 

1.3 Shape and Design 

Dental burs come in various shapes, each suited to specific applications: 

1. Round Burs: 

• Entry into tooth structure and caries removal. 

2. Inverted Cone Burs: 

• Creating undercuts and flattening pulpal walls. 

3. Pear-Shaped Burs: 

• Conservative tooth removal for cavity preparation. 

4. Tapered Burs: 

• Used in crown preparations to create tapered walls. 

5. Cylinder Burs: 

• Smoothing and finishing flat surfaces. 

6. End-Cutting Burs: 

• Used for preparing the gingival margins of cavities. 
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1.4 Grit Size (for Diamond Burs) 

The grit size of diamond burs determines their abrasiveness and is indicated by a color band. This brings us to the color-

coding system. 

 

 
 

2. Color Coding of Dental Burs 

The International Organization for Standardization (ISO) established a universal color-coding system for diamond burs 

based on their grit size: 

• Black (Super Coarse): Rapid removal of material. 

• Green (Coarse): Bulk reduction of tooth structure. 

• Blue (Medium): Standard grit for general preparation. 

• Red (Fine): Finishing restorations and smoothing. 

• Yellow (Extra Fine): Polishing and refining. 

• White (Super Fine): High-level polishing and aesthetics. 

This system allows clinicians to quickly identify the appropriate bur for a specific procedure, enhancing efficiency and 

precision. 

 

3. Applications of Dental Burs 

The choice of bur depends on the specific procedure: 

3.1 Cavity Preparation 

• Round and pear-shaped burs are preferred for caries removal and cavity shaping. 

• Medium to coarse grit burs are commonly used. 

3.2 Crown Preparation 

• Tapered burs with coarse to medium grit are ideal for crown margin definition. 

• Fine and extra-fine grit burs ensure smooth and precise preparation. 
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3.3 Finishing and Polishing 

• Fine (red) and extra-fine (yellow) burs are used for finishing restorations. 

• Superfine (white) burs polish surfaces for aesthetic restorations. 

3.4 Endodontic Access 

• Long-shank round burs are utilized for creating access cavities. 

• Coarse grit burs ensure efficient removal of enamel and dentin. 

 

4. Recent Advances in Dental Burs 

• Coated Burs: Enhanced durability and cutting efficiency. 

• Single-Use Burs: Ensures sterility and sharpness. 

• Nanotechnology: Incorporation of nano-diamonds for smoother finishes. 

 

5. Challenges and Considerations 

1. Material Wear: 

o Repeated sterilization can dull burs, reducing efficiency. 

2. Selection Confusion: 

o Lack of knowledge about color coding can lead to improper bur selection. 

3. Cost: 

o Advanced materials like tungsten carbide and diamond are expensive. 

 

II. CONCLUSION 

 

Dental burs are indispensable in restorative dentistry, enabling clinicians to perform precise and efficient tooth 

preparation. The advancements in their design, material, and color coding have significantly enhanced their functionality. 

A thorough understanding of these tools and their appropriate application is essential for optimal clinical outcomes. 
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