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ABSTRACT: A home, or domicile, is aspace used as a permanent or semi-permanent residence for one or
many humans, and sometimes various companion animals. It is a fully- or semi-sheltered space and can have both inte-
rior and exterior aspects to it. Homes provide sheltered spaces, for instance rooms, where domestic activity can be per-
formed such as sleeping, preparing food, eating and hygiene as well as providing spaces for work and leisure such as
remote working, studying and playing.

Physical forms of homes can be static such as a house or an apartment, mobile such as a houseboat, trailer or yurt or
digital such as virtual space.'"! The aspect of ‘home’ can be considered across scales; from the micro scale showcasing
the most intimate spaces of the individual dwelling and direct surrounding area to the macro scale of the geographic
area such as town, village, city, country or planet.

The concept of ‘home’ has been researched and theorized across disciplines — topics ranging from the idea of home, the
interior, the psyche, liminal space, contested space to gender and politics.” The home as a concept expands beyond
residence as contemporary lifestyles and technological advances redefine the way the global population lives and
works. The concept and experience encompasses the likes of exile, yearning, belonging, homesickness and homeless-

HGSS.B]
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L. INTRODUCTION

According to Kirsten Gram-Hanssen, "It can be argued that historically and cross-culturally there is not always [a]
strong relation between the concept of home and the physical building, and that this mode of thinking is rooted in the
Enlightenment of the seventeenth century”.""”! Before, one's home was more public than private; traits such as privacy,
intimacy and familiarity would proceed to achieve greater prominence, aligning the concept with
the bourgeoisie.' " The connection between home and house was reinforced by a case law declaration from Edward
Coke: "The house of everyman is to him as his castle and fortresse, as well as his defense against injury and violence,
as for his repose". Colloquially, this was adapted into the phrase "The Englishman's home is his castle" which popular-
ised the notion of home as house."”!

A result of the longstanding association between home and women, 18th century English women, of upper-class status,
were scorned for pursuing activities outside of the home, thus seen to be of undesirable character."* The concept of
home took on unprecedent prominence by the 18th century, reified by cultural practice.'"’

The concept of a smart home arose in the 19th century in turn with electricity having been introduced to homes in a
limited capacity.!"” The distinction between home and work formulated in the 20th century, with home acting as sanc-
tuary.!" Modern definitions portray home as a site of supreme comfort and familial intimacy, operating as a buffer to
the greater world.!"¥

A house is a single-unit residential building. It may range in complexity from a rudimentary hut to a complex structure
of wood, masonry, concrete or other material, outfitted with plumbing, electrical, and heating, ventilation, and air con-
ditioning systems. >/

The social unit that lives in a house is known as a household. Most commonly, a household is a family unit of some
kind, although households may also be other social groups, such as roommates or, in a rooming house, unconnected
individuals. Some houses only have a dwelling space for one family or similar-sized group; larger houses
called townhouses or row houses may contain numerous family dwellings in the same structure. A house may be ac-
companied by outbuildings, such as a garage for vehicles or a shed for gardening equipment and tools. A house may
have a backyard or a front yard or both, which serve as additional areas where inhabitants can relax or eat, " necd-
! Houses may provide "certain activities, which gradually accumulate meaning until they become homes"."*")

Joseph Rykwert distinguished between home and house in their physicality; a house requires a building whereas a
home does not.** Home and house are often used interchangeably, although their connotations may differ: house being
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"emotionally netural” and home evoking "personal, cognitive aspects".””*! By the mid-18th century, the definition of
home had extended beyond a house.” "Few English words are filled with the emotional meaning of the word
home" '

Home as constitutionally mobile and transient has been contended by anthropologists and sociologist.**' A mobile
home (also known as a house trailer, park home, trailer, or trailer home) is a prefabricated structure, built in a factory
on a permanently attached chassis before being transported to site (either by being towed or on a trailer). Used as per-
manent homes, or for holiday or temporary accommodation, they are often left permanently or semi-permanently in one
place, but can be moved, and may be required to move from time to time for legal reasons.

A houseboat is a boat that has been designed or modified to be used primarily as a home. Some houseboats are not mo-
torized, because they are usually moored, kept stationary at a fixed point and often tethered to land to provide utilities.
However, many are capable of operation under their own power. Float house is a Canadian and American term for a
house on a float (raft); a rough house may be called a shanty boat.”””! In Western countries, houseboats tend to be either
owned privately or rented out to holiday-goers, and on some canals in Europe, people dwell in houseboats all year
round. Examples of this include, but are not limited to, Amsterdam, London, and Paris. ¥

A traditional yurt or ger is a portable round tent covered with skins or felt and used as a dwelling by several dis-
tinct nomadic groups in the steppes of Central Asia. The structure consists of an angled assembly or latticework of
wood or bamboo for walls, a door frame, ribs (poles, rafters), and a wheel (crown, compression ring) possibly steam-
bent. The roof structure is often self-supporting, but large yurts may have interior posts supporting the crown. The top
of the wall of self-supporting yurts is prevented from spreading by means of a tension band which opposes the force of
the roof ribs. Modern yurts may be permanently built on a wooden platform; they may use modern materials such as
steam-bent wooden framing or metal framing, canvas or tarpaulin, plexiglass dome, wire rope, or radiant insulation.

A housing cooperative, or housing co-op, is a legal entity, usually a cooperative or a corporation, which owns real es-
tate, consisting of one or more residential buildings; it is one type of housing tenure. Typically housing cooperatives are
owned by shareholders but in some cases they can be owned by a non-profit organization. They are a distinctive form
of home ownership that have many characteristics that differ from other residential arrangements such as single family
home ownership, condominiums and renting."*’

The cooperative is membership based, with membership granted by way of a share purchase in the cooperative.
Each shareholder in the legal entity is granted the right to occupy one housing unit. A primary advantage of the housing
cooperative is the pooling of the members' resources so that their buying power is leveraged; thus lowering the cost per
member in all the services and products associated with home ownership.

Housekeeping is the management and routine support activities of running an organized physical institution occupied or
used by people, like a house, ship, hospital or factory, such as tidying, cleaning, cooking, routine maintenance, shop-
ping, and bill payment. These tasks may be performed by members of the household, or by persons hired for the pur-
pose. This is a more broad role than a cleaner, who is focused only on the cleaning aspect.””! The term is also used to
refer to the money allocated for such use.”"! By extension, it may also refer to an office or organization, as well as
the maintenance of computer storage systems.m]

The basic concept can be divided into domestic housekeeping, for private households, and institutional housekeeping
for commercial and other institutions providing shelter or lodging, such as hotels, resorts, inns, boarding houses, dormi-
tories, hospitals and prisons.”>'** There are related concepts in industry known as workplace housekeeping and Indus-
trial housekeeping, which are part of occupational health and safety processes.

A housekeeper is a person employed to manage a household™! and the domestic staff. According to the 1861 Victorian
era Mrs. Beeton's Book of Household Management, the housekeeper is second in command in the house and "except in
large establishments, where there is a house steward, the housekeeper must consider herself as the immediate repre-

sentative of her mistress".”*®

The state of being without a home can occur in many ways, ! ranging from the upheavals of natural disasters,*” fraud,
theft, arson, or war-related destruction, to the more common voluntary sale, loss for one or more occupants on relation-
ship breakdown, expropriation by government or legislated cause, repossession or foreclosure to pay secured
debts, eviction by landlords, disposal by time-limited means — lease, or absolute gift. Jurisdiction-dependent means of
home loss include adverse possession, unpaid property taxation and corruption such as in circumstances of a failed
state.
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Personal insolvency, development or sustaining of mental illness or severe physical incapacity without afforda-
ble domestic care commonly lead to a change of home. The underlying character of a home may be debased
by structural defects, natural subsidence, neglect or soil contamination. Refugees are people who have fled their homes

due to violence or persecution. They may seek temporary housing in a shelter or they may claim asylum in another
country in an attempt to relocate permanently. A dysfunctional home life commonly precipitates one's homelessness.*"!

| DOI:10.15680/IJMRSET.2022.0512018 |

The dichotomy between home and homelessness is to the extent that the concept of home, scholars have said, is de-

. . . 41
pendent on homelessness: "in a sense, without homelessness, we would not be concerned with what home means".*!!

I1. DISCUSSION

The connection between humans and dwelling is profound, such that, the likes of Gaston Bachelard and Martin
Heidegger consider it an "essential characteristic" of humanity.”' A home is generally a place that is close to the heart
of the owner, and can become a prized possession. It has been argued that psychologically "The strongest sense of
home commonly coincides geographically with a dwelling. Usually, the sense of home attenuates as one moves away
from that point, but it does not do so in a fixed or regular way."*! A person's conception of home can be dependent on
congealing conditions, such as culture, geography or emotion; the sense of being at home may be contingent upon the
presence of multiple emotions, such as joy, sorrow, nostalgia and pride.”**"**! Further psychological interperation con-
tends that homes serve the purpose of satisfying identity-based desires and expression and that it functions as a "symbol
of the self", bound to the events of one's life."®*! Emmanuel Levinas wrote of home as where, upon seclusion from
the greater world, a sense of self can be regained.m

There exist many connotations regarding the concept of a home, including of security, identity, ritual and socialisation,
varied definitions and residents may associate their home with meanings, emotions, experiences and relation-
ships."M#8 Home has been described as an "essentially contested concept”.”’ Common connotations of home are
espoused by both those with or without a home.™® It is the sociality and action of homes which some scholars have said
conditions a house in to a home, which is, according to Gram-Hanssen, "a phenomenon made by its resi-
dents".”” Dysfunctional sociality may negate the sense of a residence being a home whereas the physical contents may
endow the sense; alienated from home one may feel "metaphorically homeless".”"*® Romantic or nostalgic notions
are typical in the conceptions of "ideal homes", at once a cultural and individual concept."*"** An ideal working-class
home in Postwar Britain was one of comfort and cleanliness, plentiful with food and compassion.**!

In modern America, an owned house has greater cachet as a home than other residences; debate exists as to if a room-
ing house can provide a home."""" Some housing scholars have contended that a conflation of house and home is the
result of popular media and capitalist interest.""”! Differing cultures may perceive the concept of a home differently,
ascribing less value to the privacy of a residence or the residence itself — although housing issues have been seen as of
great concern to immigrants." "™ The home can render to men and women in significant differences: men conditioned
to experience great control and little labour and vice versa for women; homelessness too can be subject to differences
per gender.™*!! Sociologist Shelley Mallett preposed the idea of home as abstractions: space, feeling, praxis or "a way
of being in the world"."""! Abstract notions of home are present in the proverb "A house is not a home".™"

Since it can be said that humans are generally creatures of habit, the state of a person's home has been known to physio-
logically influence their behavior, emotions, and overall mental health.®! Marianne Gullestad wrote of the home as the
center of and as an attempt to amalgamate everyday life; one's conduct there, she said, can reflect greater culture or
social values, such as gender roles insinuating the home to be the domain of women.""" To be homesick is to de-
sire belonging, said Zygmunt Bauman.™ Places like homes can trigger self-reflection, thoughts about who someone is
or used to be or who they might become.™ These types of reflections also occur in places where there is a collective
historical identity, such as Gettysburg or Ground Zero.”” The time spent with one's home is a considerable element in
establishing one's attachment.""'! Those without significant time spent of their life in a residence often struggle to con-
sider home as a feature of residences.™ The perception of one's home can extend beyond the residence itself, to their
neighbourhood, family, workplace or nation and one may feel as though they have multiple homes; to have felt at home
beyond residence can be a significant element in one's appraisal of their life, a time in which notions of home, it has
been observed, are more profound." MM The connection between home and family is pertinent, to the extent that
some scholars consider the terms to be synonymous.'"’!

III. RESULTS
Home automation or domotics'"! is building automation for a home. A home automation system will monitor and/or

control home attributes such as lighting, climate, entertainment systems, and appliances. It may also include home se-
curity such as access control and alarm systems.
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The phrase smart home refers to home automation devices that have internet access. Home automation, a broader cate-
gory, includes any device that can be monitored or controlled via wireless radio signals, not just those having internet

access. When connected with the Internet, home sensors and activation devices are an important constituent of
the Internet of Things ("IoT").

| DOI:10.15680/IJMRSET.2022.0512018 |

A home automation system typically connects controlled devices to a central smart home hub (sometimes called a
"gateway"). The user interface for control of the system uses either wall-mounted terminals, tablet or desktop comput-
ers, a mobile phone application, or a Web interface that may also be accessible off-site through the Internet.

Home automation is prevalent in a variety of different realms, including:

. Heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC): it is possible to have remote control of all home energy
monitors over the internet incorporating a simple and friendly user interface.™!
. Lighting control system: a "smart" network that incorporates communication between various lighting system

inputs and outputs, using one or more central computing devices.

. Occupancy-aware control system: it is possible to sense the occupancy of the home using smart meters''” and
environmental sensors like CO, sensors,'!! which can be integrated into the building automation system to trigger
automatic responses for energy efficiency and building comfort applications.

. Appliance control and integration with the smart grid and a smart meter, taking advantage, for instance, of high
solar panel output in the middle of the day to run washing machines.!*!"*!

. Home robots and security: a household security system integrated with a home automation system can provide
additional services such as remote surveillance of security cameras over the Internet, or access control and central
locking of all perimeter doors and windows.!""

. Leak detection, smoke and CO detectors! 11!

Laundry-folding machine, self-making bed

. Indoor positioning systems (IPS).

. Home automation for the elderly and disabled.

. Pet and baby care, for example tracking the pets and babies' movements and controlling pet access rights."'”

. Air quality control (inside and outside). For example, Air Quality Egg is used by people at home to monitor the
air quality and pollution level in the city and create a map of the pollution.!®

. Smart kitchen, with refrigerator inventory, premade cooking programs, cooking surveillance, etc.

. Voice control devices like Amazon Alexa or Google Home used to control home appliances or systems.

Utilizing home automation could lead to more efficient and intelligent energy-saving techniques.””! By integrating in-
formation and communication technologies (ICT) with renewable energy systems such as solar power or wind power,
homes can autonomously make decisions about whether to store energy or expend it for a given appliance,”’! leading to
overall positive environmental impacts and lower electricity bills for the consumers using the system. To do this, re-
searchers propose using data from sensors regarding consumer activity within the home to anticipate consumer needs
and balance that with energy consumption.”®

Furthermore, home automation has a large potential regarding family safety and security. According to a 2015 survey
done by iControl, the primary drivers of the demand for smart and connected devices are first "personal and family
security", and second "excitement about energy savings".””’ Home automation includes a variety of smart security sys-
tems and surveillance setups. This allows consumers to monitor their homes while away, and to give trusted family
members access to that information in case anything bad happens.

While there are many competing vendors, there are increasing efforts towards open source systems. However, there are
issues with the current state of home automation including a lack of standardized security measures and deprecation of
older devices without backwards compatibility.

Home automation has high potential for sharing data between family members or trusted individuals for personal secu-
rity purposes and could lead to energy saving measures with a positive environmental impact in the future.

The home automation market was worth US$64 billion in 2021 and is projected to grow to over $163 billion in 2028
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IV. CONCLUSIONS

Homemaking is mainly an American and Canadian term for the management of ahome, otherwise known
as housework, housekeeping, housewifery or household management. It is the act of overseeing the organizational, day-
to-day operations of a house or estate, and the managing of other domestic concerns. A person in charge of the home-
making, who is not employed outside the home, in the US and Canada, is called a homemaker, a term for
a housewife or a househusband. Historically the role of homemaker was often assumed by women. The term "home-
maker", however, may also refer to a social worker who manages a household during the incapacity of the housewife or
househusband.!"! Home health workers assume the role of homemakers when caring for elderly individuals. This in-
cludes preparing meals, giving baths, and any duties the person in need cannot perform for themselves.

Homemaking can be the full-time responsibility of one spouse, partner, or parent, shared with children or extended
family, or shared or traded between spouses/partners as one or both work outside the home. It can also be outsourced
partially or completely to paid help. In previous decades, there were a number of mandatory courses for the young to
learn the skills of homemaking. In high school, courses included cooking, nutrition, home economics, family and con-
sumer science (FACS), and food and cooking hygiene
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